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The City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong (CCOHK), the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong & Macao and the Consulate General of Italy in Hong Kong co-presents Paganini’s Gut - a concert featuring Italian violinist Andrea Zanchetta performing the music of Paganini on copies made from Paganini’s original gut strings. The programme, to be held on Saturday 19 June 2010 at 8.00pm at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Concert Hall, will be featured as part of Italy 2010: Quality and Lifestyle.
In 2001 in Genoa, Italy an envelope containing old gut strings and bearing the handwritten note "Antiche corde del Violino di Nicolo' Paganini" was discovered inside Paganini’s violin case. The strings have been verified by historians as the original set which Paganini performed on and the expert Italian gut string maker Mimmo Peruffo, has since produced identical copies of them. Andrea Zanchetta will play on a set of these newly made strings in an effort to bring us closer to the sound world of one of the most remarkable violinists in the history of music. 
Paganini’s violin strings were made out of lamb gut and there is historical evidence to suggest that Paganini placed extreme importance on the production of these strings. He once sent a friend to oversee the work of the string maker and urged him to “make sure the string is smooth, even and well stretched”. To find out more about the historical process of making these strings please refer to: http://www.aquilacorde.com/en/researches/our-works/italian-violin-strings.html?start=2
Zanchetta describes the special quality of these strings in his own words, “Paganini’s gut strings are closer to the sound of Baroque strings. They are sweeter and at the same time rougher than the modern strings and although they don’t have the shining brilliancy of today’s metallic modern strings, they do present the player with a different palette of colours to work with”.

At 7:15pm, prior to the concert, ticket holders may attend a free demonstration and talk by Andrea Zanchetta at the Concert Hall of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. During the talk, entitled,“The Sound of Paganini - a historical perspective”, Zanchetta will compare copies of Paganini’s strings with those made for the modern violin.
Andrea Zanchetta will bring audiences closer to the original sound of Paganini in a performance of Paganini’s I Palpiti Op. 13 for violin and strings. This work is essentailly an introduction and variations based on an opera aria by Rossini. Zanchetta will also perform Tartini’s Violin Concerto in A major, a piece which demonstrates the composer’s famed cantabile style. The City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong will open the programme with Rossini’s youthful and highly-infectious String Sonata No. 3 and feature in two poignant adagios led by chief conductor, Jean Thorel. These include Albinoni’s compellingly beautiful Adagio in G minor and Domenico Zipoli’s sublime Elevazione featuring soloists Leanne Nicholls on oboe, Artem Konstantinov on cello and  Robert Langston on organ. 
Praised by the Italian newspaper IL Mattino for his  “powerful and sweet tone“, Andrea Zanchetta’s specialty is the performance of Italian virtuoso music of the 18th and 19th centuries on both modern and baroque violin. Prior to moving to Hong Kong in 2008, he performed as a member of the Italian chamber orchestra Interpreti Veneziani and was often the featured soloist on many of the orchestra’s tours to Europe, Japan and Australia. A graduate of the State Conservatory of Venice, Zanchetta received high distinctions in violin, string quartet and chamber music performance. He has won several prizes in international competitions including first prize in the Premio Gorizia International Violin Competition and the International Chamber Music Competition in Tortona. His teachers and mentors include the world-renowned violin teacher Zinaida Gilels, Franco Rossi - cellist of the Quartetto Italiano, pianist Eugenio Bagnoli and Henryk Szerying. He has recorded over twelve CDs for the Rivoalto and Nuova Era labels. For more information please browse www.andrea-zanchetta.com
Tickets priced at $250 $180  $120, with half-price concessions for senior citizens, people with disabilities, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance recipients, are now available at all HK Ticketing outlets. For Booking Hotline, call 31 288 288; for Internet Booking, visit www.hkticketing.com; for programme or other enquiries, call 2864 2154 or visit www.ccohk.com. This concert is sponsored by OMLOG.
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