PRESS RELEASE 

City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong
presents

“Karl Jenkins Requiem”

Featuring composer and guest conductor 
KARL JENKINS

"The music of Karl Jenkins is a gift to humanity" Terry Waite
 ****************HK Début*******************


16 February (Thursday) 2012, 8:00pm

HONG KONG CITY HALL CONCERT HALL

________________________________________________________

On Thursday 16 February 2012 at 8:00pm at the Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall, The City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong (CCOHK) presents the Hong Kong première of Karl Jenkins’ Requiem. Conducted by Karl Jenkins himself, the most-performed living composer in the world today, the concert will also feature the best of Hong Kong’s vocal talent including the choir, Die Konzertisten, and mezzo soprano soloist Louise Kwong.  
Classically trained, but drawing on a diverse range of ethnic influences, Karl Jenkins’ style transcends musical boundaries. His earliest musical forays were in the world of jazz, performing at Ronnie Scott’s legendary jazz club in London's Soho, and as a member of rock band Soft Machine. Karl Jenkins was at the helm of the phenomenally successful studio project Adiemus, a series of discs fusing classical styles with ethnic vocals and percussion, which topped both classical and pop charts around the world. He has received seventeen gold and platinum disc awards. Since the CD release of The Armed Man: A Mass For Peace, this work has been performed nearly one thousand times in twenty different countries. He has also won important awards in the area of advertising, with credits for Levi’s, British Airways, Tag Heuer and Pepsi, among others. Karl Jenkins holds fellowships at many Welsh Universities and Colleges, and is both a Fellow and an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music. He was awarded an OBE, by Her Majesty The Queen in the 2005 New Year’s Honours List, and received a CBE in the 2010 Birthday Honours List for “services to music”.
 Karl Jenkins’ Requiem is one of the composer’s most successful choral-orchestral works - a multi-denominational work which combines the liturgical Latin text with Japanese Haiku 'death' poems, and incorporates jazz-rock elements. A Requiem Mass for the souls of the dead, the piece highlights the cyclical nature of life, death and rebirth. For this performance, the CCOHK collaborates with Hong Kong-based choir, Die Konzertisten, experienced choral singers known for their committed and passionate singing of a wide range of musical styles from the Renaissance to Contemporary. Joining them is local mezzo soprano Louise Kwong, recently selected as a Samling Scholar for Sir Thomas Allen’s vocal Masterclass Programme in 2012. Karl Jenkins appears in his Hong Kong début for this deeply spiritual concert dedicated to the memory of the victims of the 2010 Japanese earthquake.
Tickets priced at $300 $200 $120, with half-price concessions for full-time students, senior citizens, people with disabilities, and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance recipients, are now available from all URBTIX outlets. For ticketing enquiries, call 2734 9009; for credit card telephone booking, call 2111 5999; for internet booking, visit www.urbtix.hk; for programme or other enquiries, call 2864 2156 or email info@ccohk.com.
For MEDIA ENQUIRIES please contact Ms. Wendy Li at 2864 2156 or via email: wendy@ccohk.com
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