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City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong
Chief conductor: Jean Thorel
presents

“Harp Extravaganza”

Featuring internationally and locally acclaimed harp soloists 
SKAILA KANGA, KATEŘINA ENGLICHOVÁ, 
CLAIRE JONES (Royal Harpist to HRH The Prince of Wales) 
TERESA SUEN, MICHELLE ABBOTT & EDITH PUN
 ****************2011/2012 Season Opening Concert*******************


11 October (Tuesday) 2011, 8:00pm

HONG KONG CULTURAL CENTRE CONCERT HALL

Immediate Release (2 pages)
________________________________________________________

The City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong (CCOHK) opens it’s 2011/2012 Season in grand style on Tuesday 11 October 2011 at 8:00pm at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall, with an exquisite programme of multiple harp concertos performed by a star line-up of six internationally and locally acclaimed harpists. Under the direction of chief conductor Jean Thorel, this evening of new musical discoveries will also include the world première of a new work by the legendary 85-year-old Beijing composer Mao Yuan in the presence of the composer himself.
World-class harpists Skaila Kanga, Kateřina Englichová, and Claire Jones (Royal harpist to HRH The Prince of Wales) will appear alongside Hong Kong’s top harp players Teresa Suen, Michelle Abbott and Edith Pun in an exotic “Harp Extravaganza”. Described as “magical” by the Daily Telegraph, Skaila Kanga is an unrivalled name in the harp world. She has toured world-wide and performed with all the famous names such as Tom Reilly, Placido Domingo, Katherine Jenkins and Elton John. She boasts as many as 500 film credits, among them all the Harry Potter films. She served for many years as Principal Harpist of the London Mozart Players and toured the world for twenty years with the internationally acclaimed Nash Ensemble. She is also Professor Emerita in Harp at the Royal Academy of Music. Claire Jones is the Official Harpist to His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales. Her recent performances at the Wedding Celebrations for the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge have made her a celebrity and household name in the UK. Virtuosic Czech harpist Kateřina Englichová returns to Hong Kog for a third time. She has won first prizes in several major international harp competitions, and performed at international festivals and distinguished venues around the world. 
Opening the programme is the highly anticipated new commission Dancing Reflection, a Suite for Chamber Orchestra by mainland Chinese composer Mao Yuan. Mao Yuan’s works (more especially his famous Dance of Yao) have been played by Western orchestras and Chinese ensembles all over the world for the past fifty years. Katerina Englichova and Claire Jones will be featured in the Asian première of Over the Stone, a double harp Concerto by Karl Jenkins commissioned by HRH The Prince of Wales. Written originally for four harpsichords and string orchestra, Johann Sebastian Bach’s adaptation of a concerto for four violins by Antonio Vivaldi is here transcribed as a brilliantly virtuoso piece for four harp soloists. As a fitting conclusion, the CCOHK ends the programme with Sir Granville Bantock's Celtic Symphony, a rarely performed but sumptuous masterpiece scored for strings and six harps. The work which is inspired by Celtic folklore, offers lyrical intensity, vigorous rhythms and breathtaking harp glissandi. 
Tickets priced at $450 $250 $150, with half-price concessions for full-time students, senior citizens, people with disabilities, and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance recipients, are now available from all URBTIX outlets. For ticketing enquiries, call 2734 9009; for credit card telephone bookings, call 2111 5999; for internet bookings, visit www.urbtix.hk; for programme or other enquiries, call 2864 2156 or email info@ccohk.com.
In addition, Skaila Kanga will give a public Harp Masterclass to be held on Sunday 09 October 2011 from 11am-1pm at West Island School, 3/F Auditorium and Claire Jones will give a public Harp Masterclass to be held on Sunday 09 October 2011 from 2-4pm at West Island School, 3/F Auditorium. Those wanting to register as a participant or purchase tickets as an observer, should download the registration forms from the CCOHK’s website at www.ccohk.com or call the CCOHK Office: 2864 2156 / info@ccohk.com.
For MEDIA ENQUIRIES please contact Ms. Leanne Nicholls at 2864 2154 or via email: info@ccohk.com
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