PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Musicarama 2009 –

A New Music Experience

(Hong Kong – September 28, 2009) Organized by the Hong Kong Composers’ Guild, the annual “Musicarama 2009” will launch a total of five concerts this October and November at Tsuen Wan Town Hall, Hong Kong City Hall and Sheung Wan Civic Centre.  This concert series will showcase new music by both international and local composers and promote musical genres and works not commonly encountered in mainstream classical music, hoping to arouse the interest of the local audience and raise their awareness in avant-garde music.

 “Musicarama 2009” will be unveiled by the Hong Kong City Chamber Orchestra (HKCCO) in the first concert of the series, showcasing a programme of contemporary works.  Under the baton of French conductor Jean Thorel, the HKCCO will perform Tang Man-ngai’s newly commissioned work Voices, and works by other local and international composers, among them Blank Shadow (Leung Chi-hin), Seuls tes yeux demeurèrent... (Thérèse Brenet), Opening of the Stage (Yii Kah Hoe), Chamber Concerto V: Water Music (Elliott Schwartz), Burlesque (Lydia Ayers) and Prélude canonique (Niels Rosing-Schow).

An advocate in promoting new works and unconventional repertoire, conductor Jean Thorel is a frequent guest in contemporary music festivals, and has premiered to date over 400 new works.  The HKCCO is one of the most active chamber orchestras in the Asian region, and gives an annual subscription series of concerts with local and internationally renowned artists.  Among the soloists in this concert, violinist Ho Hong-ying received international exposure at a very young age when she was featured in the film From Mao to Mozart: Isaac Stern in China, and won fourth prize in the First Yehudi Menuhin International Violin Competition.  She will return to Beijing this October for a concert commemorating the 30th anniversary of the filming of From Mao to Mozart, paying tribute to the late violin virtuoso Isaac Stern.  Meanwhile, bassoon soloist Kristín Mjöll Jakobsdóttir is currently a regular freelance bassoonist with the Iceland Symphony Orchestra, the Iceland Opera Orchestra and the Reykjavík Chamber Orchestra.  She is also very active in the local chamber music scene and has formed her own chamber group, a wind octet in 2003, which has since performed regularly and commissioned several new works.   

The second concert in the series features the creative German quartet from Leipzig, the Ensemble Sortisatio, which has inspired many composers to write new works for them.  The repertoire of this concert consists of works by international and local composers with inspiration drawn from paintings by the renowned painter Paul Klee.  Pieces performed in the concert include Oriental Garden (Chan Wing-wah), Reflection on Klee’s Ancient Sound (Stephen Yip), When a Golden Fish is Morphing into Squares (Pang Chun-ting), Floß (Hui Cheung-wai), Vibrissae (Ada Lai), Wie Kraut und Rüben (Max E. Keller) and Sozusagen (Jean-Luc Darbellay).  Paul Klee (1879-1940) is one of the most revered artists of the twentieth century.  He had already shown a strong interest in both art and music at a young age, and as such, his paintings always radiate a rich sense of musicality.  This concert will be a perfect amalgamation of images and sound.  In addition to luring the audience into the world of music, it will definitely guide you into the visual world of Paul Klee.

The first a cappella ensemble in Hong Kong, Sregnis Singers has been praised as “very well-polished in tone and style” by The King’s Singers and hailed as “The Hong Kong equivalent of the Swingle Singers” by the Japanese media.  In the third concert of this series, in addition to performing several recent works by local young composers, among them Lu Chai (Austin Yip), commissioned pieces Two Short Pieces for Voices (Ricky Tse) and There’s a certain Slant of Light (Joyce Tang), Three Pussy Cats (Julian Chan), Nostalgia (Viola Yuen), and Two Lines (Isaac Hui), the ensemble will also include re-arranged popular songs and folk songs for a cappella singing, such as John Lennon and Paul McCartney’s When I am Sixty-four, Rimsky-Korsakov’s Flight of the Bumble Bees as well as Toru Takemitsu’s All that the Man Left Behind when He Died.  Furthermore, the ensemble will collaborate with two local Chinese musicians Pang Hong-tai (sheng) and Bryan Lai (yangqin) in another two commissioned works – Coming Home and Kuang Fu, respectively by Li Cheong and Tam Chin-fai.  With this specially designed programme, the concert guarantees a brand new musical experience for the audiences.

Founded in San Francisco as a sextet for winds, strings and piano, the Laurel Ensemble is known for its “poetry, fire, musicianship and spirit necessary to perform the world’s greatest and most inspiring repertoire.”  On its premiere performance in Hong Kong in the fourth concert of this series, the Ensemble will offer the audiences a wide range of sounds, textures and styles through their performances.  Works to be performed include Two Studies for Violin & Cello, commissioned pieces Towards the Air (Aenon Loo) and Serenade (Lai Sheung-ping), Unicorn (Lam Pui-kwan), La Defense (Lam Lan-chee), Smash (Jennifer Higdon) and Disturbed Ground (Alexis Alrich).

The last concert in the series combines the latest in technology with one of the oldest art forms – music, creating an entirely different horizon in musical art.  Using contemporary visual elements as the main medium, this multi-media presentation will include electronic music, live music as well as dance.  Six local composers will present their own perspective of this genre and share their creative mind with the audiences.  Works include a commissioned piece by Keith Leung, Zoon, Op. 11b, composed and performed by percussionist James Boznos, 6464 by Lo Hau-man and performed on the electronic drum by Choy Lap-dak, The Beginning for solo piano by Li Kar-yee and performed by pianist Mary Wu, Doming Lam’s A Study of Piano Sounds and Christopher Keyes’ Three Rooms, choreographed and performed by Yeung Wai-mei of McMuimui Dasemble.   With additional lighting design by Ivy Wong, this concert promises an evening of extraordinary visual and audio effects.

Presented by the Hong Kong Composers’ Guild, supported by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council and sponsored by the Composers and Authors Society of Hong Kong and Leisure and Cultural Services Department, the five concerts of “Musicarama 2009” will be held respectively on 24 October at Tsuen Wan Town Hall Auditorium, 13, 18 & 24 November at City Hall Theatre and 15 November at Sheung Wan Civic Centre Theatre.  Tickets from $100 to $180 for the concerts are available at URBTIX outlets, with various discounts available.  Programme Enquiries: 2722-1630 (tel); 2724-1960 (fax); & e-mail: info@rhapsoarts.com.  Ticketing Enquiries & Reservations: 2734-9009; Credit Card Telephone Booking: 2111-5999; Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk; Website: http://www.hkcg.org/musicarama09.

** End **
This press release is distributed by Rhapsoarts Management Ltd. on behalf of the Hong Kong Composers’ Guild.

For media enquiries, please contact Ms. Kong Miu-lan of RhapsoArts Management Ltd. at telephone: 2722-1630, fax: 2724-1960 or e-mail: info@rhapsoarts.com.
Musicarama 2009
Concert Schedule

New Images of the City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong 

24.10.2009 (Saturday)
8pm
Auditorium, Tsuen Wan Town Hall
Tickets: HK$180, $140, $100

City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong
Conductor: Jean Thorel

Programme
	Tang Man-ngai
	Voices (2009)*

	Leung Chi-hin
	Blank Shadow (2009) (World Première)

	Thérèse Brenet
	Seuls tes yeux demeurèrent...  (2007) (World Première)

	
	Violin: Ho Hong-ying

	Yii Kah Hoe
	Opening of the Stage (2007, rev. 2009)

	Elliott Schwartz
	Chamber Concerto V: Water Music (1992, rev. 2007)

	
	Bassoon: Kristin Jakobsdottir

	Lydia Ayers
	Burlesque (1973)

	Niels Rosing-Schow 
	Prélude canonique (2009)


Paul Klee with Ensemble Sortisatio 

13.11.2009 (Friday)

8pm

Hong Kong City Hall Theatre 

Tickets: HK$150, $100

Ensemble Sortisatio (Leipzig, Germany) 
Oboe: Walter Klingner
Bassoon: Axel Andrae 
Viola: Matthias Sannemüller
Guitar: Thomas Blumenthal 
Programme
	Chan Wing-wah
	Oriental Garden (2008)

	Stephen Yip
	Reflection on Klee’s Ancient Sound (2009)

	Pang Chun-ting
	When a Golden Fish is Morphing into Squares (2009)

	Hui Cheung-wai
	Floß (2009)*

	Ada Lai 
	Vibrissae (2009)*

	Max E. Keller 
	Wie Kraut und Rüben (2008)

	Jean-Luc Darbellay 
	Sozusagen (1997/99)


The Sregnis Singers Unaccompanied 

15.11.2009 (Sunday)
8pm
Sheung Wan Civic Centre Theatre 

Tickets: HK$150, $100

Programme
	Austin Yip
	Lu Chai (2009)

	Ricky Tse
	Two Short Pieces for Voices (2009)*

	John Lennon and Paul McCartney (Arr. by Bob Chilcott)
	Yesterday

	Li Cheong 
	Coming Home (2009)*

	
	Sheng: Pang Hong-tai

	Traditional English Nursery Rhymes
(Arr. by Paul Hart)
	Humpty Dumpty Medley

	Julian Chan
	Three pussy Cats (2008)

	Viola Yuen
	Nostalgia (2008)

	Tam Chin-fai 
	Kuang Fu (2009)*

	
	Yangqin: Bryan Lai

	John Lennon and Paul McCartney
(Arr. by Ward Swingle)
	When I am sixty-four

	Issac Hui
	Two Lines (2008)

	Joyce Tang 
	There’s a Certain Slant of Light (2009)*

	Rimsky-Korsakov
(Arr. by Ward Swingle)
	Flight of the Bumble Bees

	Toru Takemitsu 
	All That the Man Left Behind When He Died (1965)


Serenades by Laurel Ensemble
18.11.2009 (Wednesday)
8pm
Hong Kong City Hall Theatre 

Tickets: HK$150, $100

Laurel Ensemble (USA) 

Flute: Sarah Holzman
Clarinet: Ann Lavin
Violin: Christina Mok
Viola: Jenny Douglass
Cello: Krisanthy Desby
Piano: Lori Lack
Programme
	Victor Chan
	Two Studies for Violin & Cello (2004)

	Aenon Loo 
	Towards the Air (2009)*

	Lam Pui-kwan 
	Unicorn (2004)

	Lai Sheung-ping 
	Serenade (2009)*

	Lam Lan-chee 
	La Defense (2009)*

	Jennifer Higdon 
	Smash (2005)

	Alexis Alrich 
	Disturbed Ground (2009)


New Interpretation of Electroacoustic Music and Multi-media Performance#

24.11.2009 (Tue)
8pm
Hong Kong City Hall Theatre 

Tickets: HK$150, $100

Lighting Designer: Ivy Wong

Percussion: James Boznos
Electronic Drummer: Choy Lap-tak
Piano: Mary Wu

Choreographer and Dancer: Yeung Wai-mei

Programme
	James Boznos
	Zoon Op.11b for solo percussionist and drone (2005-9) (World Première)

	
	Percussion: James Boznos

	Lo Hau-man 
	6464 for video, Electronic Drum and computer (2009) ##

	
	Electronic Drummer: Choy Lap-tak
Computer and Video: Lo Hau-man

	Li Kar-yee 
	The Beginning 

	
	Piano: Mary Wu

	Doming Lam 
	A Study of Piano Sounds (1965)

	Keith Leung
	Commissioned Work委約新作 (2009)**

	Christopher Keyes
	Three Rooms (2009)**

	
	Choreographer and Dancer: Yeung Wai-mei


# Equipment for this concert made possible with grants from the University Grants Council and by the HKBU Department of Music. 
## Musical Instruments sponsored by Parsons. 

* Commissioned by Hong Kong Composers’ Guild in 2009 with sponsorship from CASH Music Fund
** Commissioned by Hong Kong Composers’ Guild in 2009

Tickets available now at URBTIX outlets.

10% discount for “Friends of Radio 4”; Half-price for students, senior citizens, disabled & CSSA recipients.

Group Discounts

· 10% discounts: 4-9 tickets 

· 10% discounts: 2 concerts
· 15% discount: 10-19 tickets
· 15% discount: 3 concerts
· 20% discount: 20 or more tickets 

· 20% discount: 4 concerts
· 25% discount: 5 concerts
Patrons could enjoy only one of the above discount schemes for purchase of the same tickets.

Programme Enquiries: 2722-1630

Ticketing Enquiries & Reservations: 2734-9009

Credit Card Telephone Booking: 2111-5999

Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk

Presented by
Hong Kong Composers’ Guild Ltd.

 

Supported by
Hong Kong Arts Development Council
 

Sponsored by
Composers and Authors Society of Hong Kong Ltd. 

Venue and ticketing services sponsored by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department 

Programme and artists are subject to change.
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