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The City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong (CCOHK), the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong & Macao and the Consulate General of Italy in Hong Kong are proud to present the Hong Kong debut of the internationally acclaimed Italian cellist and composer Giovanni Sollima. The programme, to be held on Friday 11 June 2010 at 7.30pm at the Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall, will be featured as part of Italy 2010: Quality and Lifesyle. Giovanni Sollima’s two-fold career as a cello soloist and a composer will be highlighted in a varied programme of classical to modern Italian works led by chief conductor Jean Thorel.

Described by Justin Davidson of New York’s Newsday as “The Jimi Hendrix of the Cello”, Giovanni Sollima will perform Luigi Boccherini’s Cello Concerto in G major and one of his own compositions: L.B. Files for solo cello and ensemble. L.B. files refers to the initials of the well-known eighteenth century composer Luigi Boccherini, who like Sollima was also a virtuoso cellist and composer. Boccherini’s music forms the inspiration for Sollima’s composition which also incorporates various modern and ethnic genres. The CCOHK will be showcased in a performance of two exquisite gems from the Italian romantic repertoire: Respighi’s colourfully orchestrated Ancient Airs & Dances Suite No. 3, for string orchestra and Puccini’s intensely moving elegy, Crisantemo (Chrysanthemums) - one of the few existing orchestral works by this legendary Italian opera composer. To describe the programme in more detail, the CCOHK’s chief conductor Jean Thorel will give a pre-concert talk at 6:30pm at the HK City Hall Concert Hall free of charge.

Giovanni Sollima (www.giovannisollima.it) has performed all over the world as a soloist and in collaboration with distinguished musicians such as Claudio Abbado, Giuseppe Sinopoli, Jörg Demus and Martha Argerich among others. He has performed with YoYo Ma’s The Silk Road project and with his own Giovanni Sollima Band. In his compositions, Giovanni Sollima combines elements of classical, rock and jazz music with ethnic flavours from Sicily, North Africa, the Middle East, Andalusia and other Mediterranean countries. His music has been performed by solo musicians ranging from Yo-Yo Ma, Mischa Maisky, Viktoria Mullova, Bruno Canino, Ruggero Raimondi and Katia Labèque, to Larry Coryell, DJ Scanner and American singer-songwriter Patti Smith. Giovanni Sollima’s orchestral works have been commissioned and performed by La Scala Philharmonic Orchestra under Riccardo Muti, Kremerata Baltica under Gidon Kremer, the Moscow Soloists under Yuri Bashmet and the Orchestra Comunale of Bologna under Daniele Gatti. Sollima has also composed for well-known film and theatre directors and choreographers.

Tickets to the concert, priced at $300 $200 $120, with half-price concessions for senior citizens, people with disabilities, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance recipients, are now available from all URBTIX outlets. Combined tickets to the concert and an Italian wine-pairing dinner to be held following the concert at Shanghai Garden, 1/F Hutchison House, 10 Harcourt Road (directly opposite the city hall) are priced at $900 with concessions at $750 and are also available from URBTIX.

Giovanni Sollima’s other activities in Hong Kong include a Cello Master Class to be held on Saturday 12 June 2010 from 10am-12 noon at CR2, 7/F of the HK Cultural Centre    Concert Hall Backstage. For further details please call 2864 2154. 

For ticketing enquiries and reservation, call 2734 9009; for credit card telephone booking, call 2111 5999; for internet booking, visit www.urbtix.hk; for programme or other enquiries, call 2864 2154 or visit www.ccohk.com. This programme is sponsored by Ferrero Asia Ltd, Stones International Limited, Sopaf Asia, Lufthansa/Swiss Air and the InterContinental Grand Stanford Hong Kong. 
For MEDIA ENQUIRIES please contact Ms. Julia Poon of Poon’s International Arts Management at 2395 0607 / 9042 4090 or via email: info@poonsinternational.com All press photos of Giovanni Sollima are available at www.ccohk.com under press and artist photos. 
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