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On Sunday 6 December 2009 the multi-talented musical clown Melvin Tix joins the City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong for two fun-filled family concerts to be held at the Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall at 3:00pm and 7:30pm. The programme will be an entertaining mix of music, story-telling and magic with plenty of audience participation, fun and humour. A children’s entertainer of international renown, Melvin Tix has performed over a thousand classical music concerts for children, schools and families with orchestras all over the world. His Hong Kong debut marks the 25th anniversary since his first public performance in Norway in 1984.

Born in Norway, Melvin Tix (known as Petter Vabog) began his music career as a professional horn player with the Norwegian Radio Orchestra and the Stavanger Symphony Orchestra. In 1984 he left orchestral playing to take up clowning full-time. Since then he has brought the colourful character of Melvin Tix (www.melvintix.no) to orchestras all around the world. His programmes include performances on a variety of musical instruments and presentations of favourite orchestral pieces in a Clown’s Guide to the Orchestra. He acts as master of ceremonies and conductor, introducing children to a live orchestra with funny musical stories (such as "The King with the Bad Stomach"), fairytales and circus tunes. His shows are humorous, educational and diverse with some surprises involving magic and balloons.
Melvin Tix describes performing as a clown "like playing an instrument.......... Children are very ‘live’ and I never know what is going to happen."  Under Melvin’s fun guidance, audience members will also take part in sing-a-long sessions, a conducting session and may even get a chance to perform on stage. 
In praise of his show, the Belfast Telegraph has said, "There was never a dull moment….even the smallest youngsters displayed a degree of involvement that was a compliment to the sheer hypnotic genius of Tix….Incidentally his ability to produce the most amazing objects from an endless series of balloons was unbelievable…"

“Clown Around with Melvin Tix” is presented in English and suitable for families with children aged three and above. The duration of the performance is approximately one hour without intermission. This programme is supported by LeMeridien and presented by the City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong as part of the LCSD’s CHEERS series. For more details of other CHEERS programmes please refer to: www.urbtix.hk 
Tickets priced at $300, $200 and $120 with half-price concessions for senior citizens, people with disabilities, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance recipients are NOW available from all URBTIX outlets. For ticketing enquiries and reservation, call 2734 9009; for credit card telephone booking, call 2111 5999; for internet booking, visit www.urbtix.hk; for programme or other enquiries, call 2864 2154 or visit www.ccohk.com 
For MEDIA ENQUIRIES please contact Ms. Julia Poon of Poon’s International Arts Management at 2395 0607 / 9042 4090 or via email: info@poonsinternational.com
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