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On Sunday 29 November 2009 at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Concert Hall at 8:00pm, Australian fortepianist Geoffrey Lancaster will join the CCOHK in an all-Haydn programme led by chief conductor Jean Thorel. The pre-concert talk by Jean Thorel will be held at 7:10pm at Atrium Lounge, 1/F Hong Kong Academy for Performing arts on the same day.
This concert continues a series of concerts performed by the CCOHK this year in commemoration of the 200th anniversary of Haydn’s death. The works highlighted in the programme include Haydn’s Fortepiano Concerto in D major, the Overture to the opera Il mondo della luna (The World in the Moon) and the Symphony No. 67 in F major, a rarely heard gem full of originality which features an especially inventive trio movement with surprising hurdy-gurdy effects. 
The fortepiano is the precursor of the modern piano, producing a characteristically sweet and expressive sound. Its revival has unveiled new insights into historical performance practice, of which Geoffrey Lancaster is a major exponent. For this performance of Haydn’s Fortepiano Concerto in D major, Geoffrey Lancaster will play on a copy of a 1795 fortepiano by the Viennese maker Anton Walter made by Chris Maene in Belgium and provided by kind permission of the School of Music, The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. 

An inspiring teacher and public intellectual, Geoffrey Lancaster will also hold a lecture during this visit on the subject of “Haydn and the London Piano School” to be held at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Recital Hall on Wednesday 2 December at 7:30pm. In addition he will give two solo recitals of Haydn’s fortepiano sonatas to be held on 1 December (Tuesday) and 4 December (Friday) at 8:00pm respectively. 
Hailed by the Daily Telegraph in London as“a genius of the fortepiano”, Geoffrey Lancaster has been at the forefront of the historically-informed performance practice movement for the past thirty years. A First Prize winner at the 23rd Flanders Festival International Mozart Fortepiano Competition in Bruges, he has gone on to receive a wealth of accolades, among them the Order of Australia for service to music and music education and in 2006 he was named Australian of the Year for the Australian Capital Territory. He has performed as a fortepianist, pianist and conductor with numerous world-class orchestras including the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, the Rotterdam and Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestras, the Australian Chamber Orchestra and the Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra in Toronto, among others. He is also Artistic Director and fortepianist with Ensemble of the Classic Era, and Chief Conductor and Artistic Director of La Cetra Barockorchester Basel in Switzerland. 
As a leading teacher and expert on historical music, Geoffrey Lancaster has undertaken residencies at several prestigious musical institutions throughout his career. These include the Royal Conservatory of The Hague, the Sweelinck Conservatorium Amsterdam, Manchester’s Royal Northern College of Music, the Hochschule für Musik Freiburg and the Basel Musik Akademie. He is currently Professor and Head of Keyboard at the Australian National University. (www.anu.edu.au)
Tickets priced at $250, $180 and $120 with half-price concessions for senior citizens, people with disabilities, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance recipients, are available at all HK Ticketing outlets from 29 October 2009. For Booking Hotline, call 31 288 288; for Internet Booking, vitist www.hkticketing.com; for Programme Enquiries, call 2864 2154 or email to info@ccohk.com or visit www.ccohk.com
For MEDIA ENQUIRIES please contact Ms. Julia Poon of Poon’s International Arts Management at 2395 0607 / 9042 4090 or via email: info@poonsinternational.com
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