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The City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong (CCOHK) announces its 10th Anniversary Season to open on 11 October 2009 at the Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall. Since its inception in 1999, the CCOHK has been at the forefront in promoting the performance of small-scale orchestral works in Hong Kong and in developing more diversified music-making opportunities for Hong Kong’s professional musicans. In recognition of the orchestra’s enterprising programmes – ranging from intimate baroque concerts in churches to collaborations with world-class soloists in the concert hall - the CCOHK was granted the “Rising Artist Award” from the Hong Kong Arts Development Council in 2003. Internationally the CCOHK has made its mark on tour in China, Malaysia and Italy. Today under the direction of French conductor Jean Thorel, the City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong holds a unique position as one of the very few chamber orchestras in the Asian region giving an annual subscription series of concerts. 

After ten fulfilling years of high-level music-making, Founder and Artistic Director Leanne Nicholls, who is also the orchestra’s principal oboist, remarks “It is very rewarding to see the CCOHK reach this milestone. Over the past decade we have been constantly committed to filling the niche for high quality performances of less mainstream works. The dedication of our local players - many of them founding members - is to be recognized and upheld. We look forward to celebrating this milestone with a series of concerts featuring many of the world’s greatest composers and soloists.”

Among the line-up of world-class soloists is legendary Danish recorder player Michala Petri, one of the orchestra’s favourite artists, who makes a special comeback to open the season. Michala Petri will join the CCOHK in the world premiere of Concerto Incantanto, a work especially commissioned by the award-winning British composer Richard Harvey to mark the CCOHK’s 10th anniversary. Harvey, a recorder virtuoso who has penned music for numerous feature films including The DaVinci Code, Luther and Arabian Nights and a concerto for guitarist John Williams, will create history by writing the first recorder concerto ever written by a recorder player. Daniel Binelli, genius of the Argentinean bandoneón and the world-acclaimed torchbearer of Piazzolla’s music, also makes a long-awaited come back this season. He will be joined by pianist Polly Ferman in a night of nostalgia with Argentina’s foremost tango interpreters, Pilar Alvarez and Claudio Hoffman. 

The CCOHK’s 2009/2010 season will also include new collaborations with internationally acclaimed artists such as Dame Emma Kirkby, Italian cellist/composer Giovanni Sollima, and the young and gifted Singaporean violinist Loh Jun-hong. The music of Haydn will be highlighted in a concert featuring eminent Australian fortepianist Geoffrey Lancaster, and in a series of early Haydn symphonies led by conductor, Jean Thorel. 

Ho Hong-ying, the CCOHK’s founding concertmaster – also celebrating 30 years since her world-wide debut in the documentary film “From Mao to Mozart: with Isaac Stern” - will give the world premiere of Therese Brenet’s Seuls tes yeux demeurèrent at Hong Kong’s Musicarama. Andrea Zanchetta, a former solo violinist of Interpreti Veneziani now based in Hong Kong, will revisit the music of Paganini with copies of a set of newly found gut strings discovered in Genoa and believed to have belonged to Paganini. A series of baroque concerts held in more intimate venues around town will focus on the talents of individual players from the CCOHK, while Norwegian clownductor Melvin Tix delights kids with a magical music-making extravaganza for kids close to Christmas. The orchestra’s calender throughout the year includes a series of pre-concert talks by Jean Thorel as well as masterclasses and meet-the-arist sessions to inspire young local musicians. For more information on the CCOHK’s subscription concerts or to download the brochure visit www.ccohk.com
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The CCOHK is financially supported by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council.

AEDAS is the Major Partner of the CCOHK.
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