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PRE-ITALIAN TOUR CONCERT

“SPIRIT OF TWO STRINGS”

30 November (Fri), Sha Tin Town Hall Auditorium, 8pm

8 - 16 December in Ortona, L’Aquila, Ascoli Piceno & Vasto in Italy

___________________________________________________________________
The City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong (CCOHK) is delighted to announce its forthcoming concert tour in December 2007 to Italy, one of the major cultural capitals of the world. This occasion marks not only the first visit by a professional orchestra from Hong Kong to one of Italy’s major festivals but also the first time a chamber orchestra of professional musicians representing Hong Kong has toured Europe. This important endeavour represents an exciting cultural milestone for Hong Kong in its development of chamber music both locally and on a more international scale. Moreover, the timing is pertinent with the building of a 800-seater chamber music hall in the West Kowloon Cultural District on the horizon.

On tour the orchestra will present “Spirit of Two Strings” - a unique programme of contemporary Chinese music with an East-meets-West twist. The featured soloists from Hong Kong will be Hsin Hsiao-hung on the two-stringed Chinese erhu and violinist Ho Hong-ying, concertmaster of the CCOHK. The programme, conducted by Andrew Massey, includes works by Mao Yuan, Situ Gang and Tan Dun which will receive their European continent premiere on 8 December at the opening of the Orchestra Sinfonica Abruzzese (one of the major regional orchestras in Italy) concert season in L’Aquila and on 16 December at the closing concert of the “XIII Mostra Biennale di Liuteria nel Mezzogiorno” festival in Ascoli Piceno near Rome. Performances will also take place on 15 December in Vasto at the beautiful Rosetti Theatre built during the Victorian age in the 1800s and on 14 December in Ortona. The pre-tour concert and the Hong Kong premiere of all the works on this programme will be held on 30 November 2007 (Friday) at the Sha Tin Town Hall Auditorium at 8pm. 

The “XIII Mostra Biennale di Liuteria nel Mezzogiorno” (The art of making stringed instruments in southern Italy) is a festival held every two years since 1983 in Ortona, a city fronting the Adriatic sea and approximately 200km from Rome. The city is especially known for being the birthplace of Sir Francesco Paolo Tosti, the great Italian songwriter. The festival features a series of performances held in conjunction with an exhibition of stringed instruments by the most important Italian makers as well as an exhibition of folk instruments. The festival in which the CCOHK takes part will also feature a performance of Verdi’s La Traviata by the Stagione Operistica Teramana with the world-famous Italian baritone Renato Bruson, a recital of Paganini caprices by the Italian violinist Ettore Pellegrino and an exhibition of stringed instruments with violins by Gagliano, viola d’amore from the Naples Museum and Chinese erhus by the award-winning Shanghainese erhu-maker Hu Han-rou. Ms. Hu has received numerous awards in the nation-wide Erhu-making Contest in China in 1999 and the Shanghai Dun-huang Cup Contest in Erhu-making in 2001. She will give week-long demonstrations of the art of erhu-making to be observed by students from all over Italy and Europe. More details on the festival can be accessed from http://www.istitutonazionaletostiano.org/IT/Attivita_dettaglio.asp?flgTipoAttivita=I&idAttivita=96
A special highlight of the CCOHK’s “Spirit of Two Strings” Italian tour concert will be a performance of the double concerto for erhu, violin and strings by the Shanghainese composer Situ Gang. Situ Gang, whose father founded the Shanghai Philharmonic Orchestra, is currently based in San Francisco. His double concerto represents the first attempt in the history of music to combine the special characteristics and sounds of the western violin with those of the erhu in the form of a concerto. The work has previously been performed to great acclaim in mainland China and the USA. Also featured on the programme is a performance of Mao Yuan’s Scenes from China. For its upcoming tour the CCOHK has specially commissioned Mao Yuan, the eighty-one-year-old Beijing composer, to write a new arrangement of his perennially popular “Dance of the Yao People” and “Joy of Spring”. The programme concludes with more sounds of the erhu – the instrument Tan Dun originally had in mind when writing the soundtrack for Ang Lee's Academy Award-winning film Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon. However the sound he imagined did not make it to the screen because the solo part was transposed for cello so that Yo-yo Ma could play it. Tan Dun’s original intentions are thus more fully realized in his Crouching Tiger concerto for erhu and chamber orchestra, a concert work which he wrote subsequent to the film. The work was premiered in the USA by Karen Han in 2001. Composed in six orchestral movements and scored for a small orchestra of strings, flute, harp and several percussion instruments, this work is highly reflective of Tan Dun's interest in the historical cultures of the Silk Road.

Hsin Hsiao-hung is currently the erhu principal of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra. A pioneer of crossover music, she has performed with a wide range of artists including Eugene Pao, Peter Scherr and Yo-yo Ma. In 2002 she was awarded one of Ten Outstanding Young Persons in Hong Kong. Violinist Ho Hong-ying has served as the concertmaster of the CCOHK since the orchestra’s inception in 1999. She received international exposure at a very young age when she was featured in the film "From Mao to Mozart: Isaac Stern in China" and won prizes in the first Yehudi Menuhin International Violin Competition. A student of both the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing and the Juilliard School of Music in New York, she has appeared as soloist with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra and the Jupiter Symphony Orchestra, often promoting new works by Chinese composers. British conductor Andrew Massey returns to Hong Kong to conduct the CCOHK on tour, having led the orchestra in successful performances in November 2004, including the Hong Kong premiere of Rautavaara’s concerto for birds and orchestra. His conducting career includes appointments as assistant conductor of the Cleveland Orchestra under Lorin Maazel, associate conductor of the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra and music director of the Oregon Mozart Players and the Michigan Chamber Orchestra.
The City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong comprises professional musicians and specializes in the performance of small-scale baroque to modern works for orchestra. The orchestra currently gives a subscription series of concerts each year and is renowned for its innovative approach to classical music programming and excellent music-making. In 2003 the orchestra was awarded the Hong Kong Arts Development Council Rising Artist Award for its outstanding contribution to music in Hong Kong. This tour marks the orchestra’s second tour this year. In July 2007 the orchestra was invited to perform in Chengdu, China in a concert to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the HKSAR.

The CCOHK’s tour to Italy is made possible with the collaboration of the “XIII Mostra Biennale di Liuteria nel Mezzogiorno”, ISMEZ (Istituto Nazionale per lo Sviluppo Musicale nel Mezzogiorno), the Istituto Nazionale Tostiano di Ortona and with the support of the Arts Development Fund of the Home Affairs Bureau, the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. This initiative between Hong Kong and Italy also receives full support from the Consulate General of China in Rome and the Consulate General of Italy in Hong Kong. Hsin Hsiao-hung appears with the kind permission of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra. Tickets to the pre-tour concert at Sha Tin Town Hall Auditorium on 30 November are priced at $220, $180 and $100 with half-priced concessions for full-time students, senior citizens and people with disabilities and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients and are NOW available from all URBTIX outlets. A 10% discount applies to Friends of LCSD performing venues and group bookings of 4-9 tickets, 15% off for group bookings of 10-19 tickets and 20% off for group bookings of 20 or more tickets. This programme is also part of the ‘Cheers!’ Series which allows various discounts for purchases of two or more different programmes.

For ticketing enquiries and reservations, call 2734 9009; for credit card telephone bookings, call 2111 5999; for internet bookings, visit www.urbtix.hk; for programme enquiries, call 3420 0107; for more information, visit www.ccohk.com or the website for the festival at http://www.istitutonazionaletostiano.org/IT/Attivita_dettaglio.asp?flgTipoAttivita=I&idAttivita=96
MEDIA ENQUIRIES: please contact Maria Lai on 2801 5111 or via email: mlai@sagecom.com.hk or Leanne Nicholls on 9109 3674.
-end-
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